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“When you believe in yourself, anything is possible.”
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DECEMBER 2017
“Wishing you peace and joy this holiday season and throughout the coming year.”
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THANK YOU!
Thank you for patience and support last week with the difficult conditions caused by ice.  It was very heart-warming to receive a number of emails from parents thanking the staff for their efforts in ensuring safe passage to school.  I have passed these messages on to staff which were very much appreciated.  It is fantastic to see such great community spirit in times of need with everyone working together and looking out for each other.

THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS
I came across a media article this week which noted that many children are not aware of the reason Christmas is celebrated by some families.  I thought I’d take this opportunity to share with you the progression of experiences our pupils have here so that they can fully understand the meaning behind this Christian festival.
	CLASS
	FOCUS

	P1
	Introduction to the Nativity Story with a focus on Baby Jesus, Mary and Joseph.  Look at how we celebrate Christmas, e.g. decorations, gifts, advent calendars, cards, special food, special clothes and parties through Expressive Arts.

	P2
	Read the Nativity Story with a focus on special messengers, the angels and the shepherds through Language and Expressive Arts.

	P3
	Read the Nativity Story with a focus on gifts and giving gifts and the Wise Men’s journey, through Language and Expressive Arts.

	P4
	Read the Nativity Story with a focus on the sequence of events.

	P5
	Read the Nativity Story with a focus on Christmas customs, e.g. why we give gifts.

	P6
	Read the Nativity Story with a focus on gospel accounts in Matthew and Luke and piece the story together.  Remember to note the key events in each gospel.

	P7
	Read the Nativity Story with a focus on the significance of the incarnation, i.e. that God became man to be light to the world and the symbolism of light.  Recognise the importance of Advent.



SPONSORED WALK
Just an update to let you know that the total amount collected for Archie/School Funds is £4900.  This is an amazing total.  Many thanks to you all.  All pupils received a wristband from Archie for their involvement with this event.

ADVENT CALENDAR
Thank you from Aberdeen Cyrenians for the kind and generous donations which you have given during the Advent period.  Many families will benefit from your kindness to make this Christmas a little brighter.
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You will be aware that we have celebrated 
this festive period in true Hazlehead style!  
The following activities have been enjoyed 
by pupils – Christmas shows, musical 
evening at Craigiebuckler Church, carol 
singing at Hazlehead Park, orienteering/quiz, 
Christmas parties, festive songs from Primary 7.  
All classes have been involved in Christmas 
craft related activities too.

HOME LUNCHES
Just a quick reminder that for those pupils who are home lunches, they should be collected from the front office at 12pm and return just before 1pm for the afternoon bell.

PRIMARY 1 & NURSERY ENROLMENT
Please note that Primary 1 enrolment for August 2018 start takes place between 11th - 19th January.  You should bring along your child’s birth certificate and 2 pieces of paperwork that shows proof of address.  If Hazlehead is not your child’s zoned school, you must enrol at your zoned school before making a placing request.  

Please note that Nursery enrolment for August 2018 onwards start takes place between 15th – 26th January.  You should bring along your child’s birth certificate and 1 piece of paperwork that shows proof of address.  

Further details can be found on information posters in the nursery, school and on our website.

AND FINALLY …
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our staff and pupils for all their hard work this term and to our parents for their ongoing support in working in partnership with the school.  I hope that everyone has a very restful break and I look forward to seeing you all again in 2018!  Please note that school returns on Monday 8th January.

Kind regards

Barbara Jones☺
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