
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

As we finish today for the weekend, I write to you at the end of what has been a most extraordinary 
week as like many other countries, we are in lockdown mode due to the coronavirus pandemic.  I 
am acutely aware of the challenges facing us all as we have had to adjust quickly to living and 
working in a very different way.  It is a very difficult time for us and our loved ones as many have 
become separated due to the restrictions in place.  I want you to know that you are all very much in 
my thoughts at the moment. 
 

I want to start by saying how immensely proud and grateful I am to our teaching staff who have had 
to adapt to sustained teaching in a virtual classroom overnight.  Staff have had to quickly upskill 
themselves in how to do this on a daily basis.  Behind the scenes, staff have been in very close 
contact with each other and I have been in awe at the rapid development in their skills and how they 
have willingly been sharing their expertise with each other and supporting one another.  A big thank 
you to Mrs. Gordon and Miss. Beard for overseeing the digital side of Google Classroom. 
 

I am also incredibly proud of our pupils who have embraced this new way of learning and are 
diligently and routinely logging on to Google Classroom to see the learning planned for the day and 
undertake the relevant tasks assigned to them.  Our teaching staff are delighted with the way their 
pupils are still engaging in their learning with enthusiasm.  Keep it up!  Thank you also to our 
wonderful parents who continue to support their child’s learning, many who are also working from 
home too.  We had already had some very positive feedback which has kept morale high amongst 
the staff. 
 

Our PSAs have been undertaking various online training to upskill themselves in a range of 
educational issues while our nursery staff have continued to ensure that the nursery page on the 
school website is updated with learning for our youngest pupils.  Some of our nursery staff are 
currently volunteering in early childcare centres for key workers which is to be commended. 
 

I am aware that every family’s circumstances will differ throughout this period so I understand that 
some pupils may not be able to log in every day.  However, if your child has not logged on to 
complete the learning over a few days, their teacher will email you just to check that everything is 
ok.  It is paramount that clear, strong lines of communication are established so that we can support 
you and your child throughout the period of school closure.  Please do not hesitate in contacting 
us if there is an issue.  We do not want virtual learning to add stress or pressure to home life.  
It is pertinent at this point to also note that while staff are happy to be emailed by parents, they will 
respond when they can which may or may not be during school hours, depending on their own 
personal situation.  
 

Below is a follow up to ‘A Guide to Learning at Home’ which is on our school website.  These will 
hopefully address any issues you or your child may have encountered this week. 
 

Finally, staff were touched by the applause our parents and pupils gave us on the last day.  It was 
such a thoughtful gesture and most welcomed on what was an emotional day for everyone.    Thank 
you to our Hazlehead community for ensuring that although we are not physically together, the spirit 
of our school continues to live on! 
 

Take care of one another. 
 

   Barbara Jones☺ 
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A Guide to Learning at Home: Update 
 

How can I learn more about Google Classroom? 

 This are a number of tutorials on YouTube on Google Classroom for Parents.  You may want 
to have a look at some of them for more information about the programme.  Just search for 
‘Google Classroom tutorials for parents’ and a list will come up. 

 
 

What is the difference between the stream and classwork? 

 The stream is basically like a twitter feed of all the public posts and assignments.  It just 
keeps going with the most recent posts at the top.  Classwork is more organised and work 
can be filed by category making it easier to find.  Also, when pupils click on assignment they 
can post private comments to the teacher. 

 
 

What type of feedback will my child have on their submitted learning? 

 Your child’s teacher will always acknowledge receipt of your child’s learning.  Feedback will 
be given as is felt is appropriate to age and stage of the pupils.  At present staff are continuing 
to learn about other functions within Google Classroom which they can use to give feedback 
to pupils and also to receive valuable feedback from them! 

 
 

I’m still experiencing technical issues.  What should I do? 

 Please contact Miss. Beard via email – CBeard@aberdeencity.gov.uk 
 
 

My child is in the nursery so they don’t have Google Classroom.  What should my child be 
doing? 

 The nursery staff have added learning activities on the nursery page of the school website.  
Parents can record their child’s engagement via the ILD so that staff can see how they are 
getting on.  At the moment, there doesn’t seem to be many pupils showing their learning via 
the ILDs and I appreciate that this could be for many different reasons.  It would be great for 
us to see more of the learning from our youngest pupils so please upload this for the nursery 
team. 
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