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Friday 3rd July 2020 
 
To the Hazlehead School Community 
 
I write this open letter to you today as we finish what has been the most challenging and testing year 
both personally and professionally.  I want to express my sincerest gratitude to everyone in our 
Hazlehead School Community for what you have individually done this year. 
 
Firstly to the learners at Hazlehead.  You have excelled yourselves this year and have demonstrated 
our school values throughout.  You have shown great courage to cope with some extremely sad and 
difficult times.  You have embraced new opportunities of learning at very short notice which I know 
hasn’t always been easy.  The work that has been regularly submitted to your teachers has been 
excellent which reflects the mature way you have taken on this responsibility.  I am also sure you 
have shown respect and fairness in your family setting during these times too.  Thank you for being 
the superstars that we know you are!  You have thrived! 
 
To our P7 pupils, I am so very sorry that you did not get the finish to your primary schooling as you 
would have wanted.  I hope that by tuning into the Leavers Concert last night, you would have felt 
that this important milestone was still marked in a way that is traditional at Hazlehead.  Good luck in 
the next part of your educational journey. You will be missed.  
 
Next, to our parents.  You have stood strongly beside us throughout this year, supporting the 
Hazlehead team under the most challenging circumstances.  On behalf of the school team, I thank 
you sincerely for this support.  Throughout the year, you have worked in partnership with the school 
to support your child in their learning, never has this been more valued than in the last few months 
with the school building closure.  We have never underestimated the stress and pressure placed on 
our parents to become educators overnight.  You have been absolutely fantastic!   
 
Now to our community and partners.  We know as schools we can’t deliver the curriculum alone and 
over a number of years, we have sought out, fostered and strengthened partnership working.  The 
value that you add to the learning experiences of our pupils is rich and varied.  You add a dimension 
that is powerful and we have seen first-hand the impact that your input has had on our learners.  You 
have also shown us support throughout the year during very difficult times, offering to help in any 
way that you can, from practical support to words of comfort and wisdom.  This has been 
appreciated beyond words.  Thank you. 
 
Finally to the Hazlehead Staff team.  I can’t put into words how phenomenal you have been this 
year.  You’ve shown such resilience in the face of great adversity and I couldn’t be more proud of 
each and every one of you.  I’d especially like to thank you for the significant efforts you have made 
to ensure that the very essence of the Hazlehead ethos has continued during the school building 
closure from continuing to teach, support, enthuse and engage with pupils on a daily basis to 
organising Sports Day, to supporting pupils with IT issues, to delivering various items to homes, to 
ensuring that the building is cleaned for us ready to return – the list is endless! 
 
I hope that everyone enjoys a much deserved, restful summer break.  To the staff and families who 
are leaving us today, I wish you the very best in the next chapter of your lives.  I hope you leave with 
fond memories of your time with us.  To those who will be returning, I look forward to seeing you 
again in August for another great year of rich learning at Hazlehead School. 
 
Kindest regards 
Barbara Jones 
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