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Hazlehead Early Learning and Childcare

The purpose of this document is to provide you with information about our
vision, values and aims, general information about Hazlehead ELC and the
early stage curriculum.

Our Vision

Hazlehead’s motto is ‘When you believe in yourself, anything is possible’.
We want all our young learners to embrace this motto and our staff to support
our learners to believe in themselves and their endless possibilities.

Values

At Hazlehead ELC we have five core values.
● Courage
● Fairness
● Opportunity
● Respect
● Responsibility

Our values are represented by five animal characters. These were designed
by the children and created by a local artist. Staff speak about these values
and support the children to understand what they mean and how they can be
achieved.

Aims
At Hazlehead ELC we aim to:

● provide a safe, secure, and stimulating environment where every child
is included, valued and respected

● provide high quality learning opportunities which are age appropriate
and allow for individuality

● put the child at the centre of everything we do
● promote confidence, creativity and curiosity
● promote wellbeing, social, emotional and communication development
● promote movement and coordination development
● promote self and social development
● support the child thrive in a modern world

Hazlehead ELC’s aims are based around Realising the Ambition(2020)
Education Scotland. These aims reflect our commitment to meeting the needs
of our learners. Through strong teamwork and partnership with parents we will
work towards achieving our vision, values and aims.



Starting at Hazlehead

Children starting at Hazlehead will be phased in gradually in small groups
over a short period of time. This is to let the children become familiar with their
new surroundings and for the nursery team to get to know your child.

Children who are continuing for another year will also be phased in gradually
in small groups. This gives the staff and new children time to get to know the
children returning to nursery.

Before your child starts nursery they will be given the opportunity to visit our
setting and meet the staff and some of their classmates.

Learning together with families

Parents and carers know and understand their child best. At Hazlehead ELC
we want to work closely with our families and value your contribution.

● Parental Involvement - At Hazlehead we work with parents to develop
the vision, policies and improvement plans through questionnaires, a
working group or the Parent Council

● Parental Engagement - Parents at Hazlehead work in partnership to
create their child’s Personal Care Plan

● Family Learning - At Hazlehead we offer family learning through PEEP
sessions and Curriculum events.

Hazlehead session timings

Morning session: 8.00am – 1.00pm
Afternoon session: 1.00pm- 6.00pm
2.5 day sessions : 8.00- 6.00pm X 2 + 8.00-1pm or 1-6pm

Drop off and Pick up
Drop off and pick up at nursery is flexible to allow the children to have a more
relaxed arrival and departure.

Morning – Children should arrive between 8.00am and 8.30am and be
collected between 12.30pm and 12.57pm.
Afternoon – Children should arrive between 1.00pm and 1.30pm and be
collected between 5.30pm and 5.57pm.

This should ensure that all children arrive on time and that no children are left
after 12.57pm or 5.57pm as this can cause unnecessary distress.
If you are running late please inform the office and they will relay the message
to the Nursery staff. When you do arrive please go to the Nursery entrance
and ring the doorbell, a member of staff will then let you in.



Safety

At all times we do our best to ensure that the nursery is a safe environment for
all. Children must be brought to nursery and collected by a responsible adult
(over 16 years old). When dropping off and picking up your child we ask that
you sign them in and out. You must let staff know if you have arranged for
someone else to collect your child. This can be done verbally at drop off. This
is particularly important if your child is being collected by someone who is a
stranger to our staff. If staff do not know the person collecting your child, they
will need to know your child’s password. This will have been given to staff
during the induction process.

Snack-time

Snack-time at Hazlehead is a great social experience. It encourages good
eating habits, good manners and personal hygiene. Hazlehead is a Health
Promoting School and we will always provide fresh fruit or vegetables and a
choice of milk or water.
Please inform staff of any restrictions on diet or any allergies your child
may have.

Lunches
Lunches are provided to those children who attend a morning session or a full
day session. These are prepared by our School Chef. The children will have
the opportunity to sit down in small groups and eat their lunch with ELC staff.
Those children attending an afternoon session will be provided with a
substantial snack in the afternoon. This will also be prepared in the school
kitchens by the School Chef.



Procedures and Policies

At Hazlehead we have the following procedures and policies in place. All
these can be found on the school website. If you would like a paper copy of
any of these, then do not hesitate to ask a member of the team. Policies and
procedures are reviewed monthly with parents. Please let us know your
thoughts on our ‘Policy of the Month’

Current Policy List Current Policy List

● Absent Child
● ACC ELC Admissions Policy
● ACC Play Policy
● Accident and Incident
● Administration of Medication
● Anti-Bullying
● Child Protection
● Cleaning
● Closure Strategy
● Complaints/comments
● CR&D and 1-2-1 Meetings
● Data Protection and

Information Handling - GDPR
● Dealing with Blood and Bodily

Fluids
● Duty of Candour
● Evacuation
● Food Safety
● Hand Washing
● Inclusion
● Infection Control - Exclusion
● Key Person/Worker
● Learning Journey
● Medical Exclusions
● Mobile Phone and Electronic

Device
● Outdoor Play
● Personal Plans
● Photograph

● Positive Behaviour
● Qualifications and

Registration of Staff
● Recruitment
● Restraint
● Risk Assessment
● Self-Evaluation and Quality

Improvement
● Signing In/Out
● Social Media
● Staff Code of Conduct
● Staff Cover
● Staff Induction
● Sun Protection
● Toileting and Nappy Changing
● Training and Development of

Employees
● Transitions
● Trips and Outings
● Whistle Blowing

To access the school website please click on the link below:

https://www.hazlehead-ps.aberdeen.sch.uk/

https://www.hazlehead-ps.aberdeen.sch.uk/




Curriculum for Excellence

At Hazlehead ELC your child will learn through the Curriculum for Excellence
which is used throughout Scotland. The Early Level provides a framework for
children’s learning in the Pre-School years and Primary One. Curriculum for
Excellence places a strong emphasis on Health and Wellbeing, Literacy and
Numeracy. All staff have a responsibility to ensure these areas are promoted
for our learners.

The eight curricular areas we develop through the Curriculum for Excellence
at Early Level are:

● Health and Wellbeing
● Literacy
● Numeracy
● Expressive Arts
● Religious and Moral Education
● Sciences
● Social Studies
● Technologies

These eight curricular areas provide a framework for young people’s learning
so that they can develop into Successful Learners, Confident Individuals,
Responsible Citizens and Effective Contributors.



The importance of play

“Play at this time is not trivial, it is highly serious and of deep significance.”
(Froebel , Realising the Ambition : Being Me)

Play is part of a child’s development. Children develop their cognitive, social,
emotional and physical capacities. Froebel argued that play is the highest
form of human development.

At Hazlehead children develop their knowledge and understanding of the
world through a wide variety of play activities. Play can be fun and enjoyable
or difficult and complicated. Through play, a child can learn to answer their
own questions, learn new skills and work collaboratively with other children or
adults.At Hazlehead we plan for progression in learning through a
child-centred play curriculum.

Numeracy

Literacy

Health and Wellbeing



Expressive Arts

Religious and Moral Education

Sciences

Social Studies



Technologies

Outdoor Play

At Hazlehead we value playing outdoors. The benefits of ‘risky play’ outdoors
helps to build a child’s resilience, manage risks and understand their limits.
“High Quality outdoor play experiences have a direct and positive impact on
children’s physical, cognitive, social, mental health and emotional
development” (Realising the Ambition, 2020). At Hazlehead children will be
given daily opportunities to access the outdoors through our outdoor play
area, ‘The Messy Garden’ and ‘The Grassy Hill’.
It is important to have the correct clothing and footwear to access the
outdoors in all weathers. We ask that parents provide waterproof footwear and
jackets however we are able to provide waterproof dungarees for every child if
required.



The Importance of Schemas

What is a schema?

When children repeat patterns of behaviour this is known as schematic play.
At Hazlehead we recognise that many children have a dominant schema. We
look for opportunities to develop and nurture schemas offering opportunities to
test out a child’s thinking. As we get older our schemas do not go away, they
just get more sophisticated.

Examples of schemas include:
● Trajectory - dropping items from up high, jump up and down on

furniture
● Enveloping - covering themselves or objects completely, put a bucket

on their head, cover their face with paint
● Enclosing - make fences, nests and cages for toy animals, colour

round the edge of paper
● Connection and disconnection - join things together and then take

them apart
● Orientation - positioning items in a specific way, hang upside down on

the climbing frame
● Rotation - enjoys spinning items round and round, likes to spin round

and round
● Transporting - moving objects from one area to another
● Positioning - line up their toys next to each other, sort toys by size,

colour or type
● Core and radial - draw spiders or animals with horns, tails or trunks,

draw fingers, eyelashes or the sun

More information about schemas can be found on Education Scotland’s
Parentzone.

GIRFEC

GIRFEC (Getting It Right For Every Child) is the national approach in
Scotland to improving outcomes for children. At Hazlehead we understand the
importance of the contribution our practitioners make to this process.
Everything we do for the children in our care promotes, supports and
safeguards their wellbeing. Most children get all the help and support they
need from parents, wider family and community but sometimes children need
a little extra help. The GIRFEC approach is about making support accessible
and responsive for the needs of the child and family.



Wellbeing (SHANARRI)

The GIRFEC approach supports children and young people growing up
feeling loved, safe and respected and can realise their full potential.

At Hazlehead and at home every child should be:
● Safe
● Healthy
● Achieving
● Nurtured
● Active
● Respected
● Responsible
● Included

These wellbeing indicators will help our ELC team and families discuss how a
child is doing and if support is needed.

Transitions

At Hazlehead ELC we work towards ensuring a smooth transition for your
child as they start at our setting. Key features of our transition process involve:

● parents staying to settle their child in their new environment
● Valuing parents contributions as their child’s first educator
● two-way communication with parents through our Interactive Learning

Diary observations, face to face meetings at drop off and pick up,
written communication, questionnaires, noticeboard information,
procedures and policies and newsletters etc

● flexible routines and structures which allow a child to settle in our
setting

● transitional objects, cuddly blanket or toy to help a child make
connections with their new surroundings

At Hazlehead we value the five ‘C’s that contribute to a positive transition:

● Child Centred
● Communication
● Consistency
● Culture
● Collaboration

(Realising the Ambition 2020)



Parental Involvement

If you have any skills you would like to share, let us know and we can arrange
for you to share these outdoors with our young learners. You may want to help
be on a working group to help us with our procedures and policies.

Achievement

Children achieve in many ways and at Hazlehead Nursery we like to celebrate
the children’s achievements together. If your child has achieved something
and you would like to tell us about it, share this on the ILD or send in a photo.
You can also share any achievements on the termly feedback forms you
share with us here at Hazlehead. We love to share achievements both inside
and outside the nursery setting.



Complaints Procedure

Aberdeen City Council has a clear policy on customer commitment to ‘ensure the
well-being of the people and environment of Aberdeen’
If you have a query or a problem which you feel has not been reasonably addressed by
our Early Years Practitioners, please in the first instance contact one of the following:

Mrs. Jones ( Head Teacher)
Mrs Bruce  (Depute Head Teacher)
Miss Beard (Depute Head Teacher)
Mrs Stuart (Depute Head Teacher)

We would aim to address your query or problem within 10 days.

If you feel the query or problem has still not been reasonably addressed please
contact:

Lisa Williams (Quality Improvement Officer)
Integrated Children’s and Family Services
Business Hub 13, Level 2 North
Marischal College
Broad Street
Aberdeen
AB10 1AB
Tel : 07970068859

Email to : LiWilliams@aberdeencity.gov.uk

OR

Care Inspectorate
Compass House
11 Riverside Drive
Dundee
DD1 4NY
Tel: 0345 600 9527

Email to : enquiries@careinspectorate.com

mailto:enquiries@careinspectorate.com


Parent Zone - Links to key ELC documents

Useful Websites

Realising the Ambition

https://education.gov.scot/media/3bjpr3wa/realisingtheambition.pdf

Learning through play

https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/learning-at-home/learning-throug
h-play/

Education Scotland - Parent Zone

https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/

Curriculum For Excellence

https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/learning-in-scotland/about-the-3-18-curr
iculum/

GIRFEC (Getting It Right For Every Child)

https://www.gov.scot/policies/girfec/

Hazlehead Website

https://www.hazlehead-ps.aberdeen.sch.uk/

We hope you find these links useful.

https://education.gov.scot/media/3bjpr3wa/realisingtheambition.pdf
https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/learning-at-home/learning-through-play/
https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/learning-at-home/learning-through-play/
https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/
https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/learning-in-scotland/about-the-3-18-curriculum/
https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/learning-in-scotland/about-the-3-18-curriculum/
https://www.gov.scot/policies/girfec/
https://www.hazlehead-ps.aberdeen.sch.uk/

